THE MOSQUE OF AL-AQMAR
1125 A.D.

0This small structure,
which measures 60 feet by 120 feet stands
at the corner of Sharia an-Nahhasin and
Sharia as-Sinnahnin. The most interesting
part of it is the ornamental treatment of
its outer fagade. Its exterior of elabo-
rately carved stone decorations stands in
contrast to the outer simplicity of pre-
vious mosques. Its main arched entrance
' faces the qibla-wall in which the doorway
is recessed with a pointed arch. The
recession of the arch is treated in the
form of a scallop-shell with an ornamental
roundal in the centre. The lintel over
the doorway is built of joggled-joints.
It is the earliest example of the type of
decoration that became the most striking
feature of the Mamluke Architecture in
the 15th century.

^Immediately above the
lintel, on either side of the arch, is an
ornamental stalactite composed of small
pointed niches arranged in overhanging
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